
 

Doing What We Can… 
The Story of the Hummingbird: 
A Good Lesson for Living in 
CommunityFrom Gayle Beavil 
(Below is a South American indigenous version of the 
Hummingbird story by Wangari Maathai and illustrated 
by Michael Nicoll Yangulanaas.) 
 

Here is the story of the great forest that caught on 
fire. The fire raged and burned. All of the animals 
were afraid and fled from their homes. They hud-
dled together at the edge of the forest and watched 
– except one creature. Only Dukdukdiya, the little 
hummingbird, would not leave the forest. Instead, 
she flew quickly to the stream and picked up a sin-
gle drop of water in her beak. She flew back and 
dropped the water on the fire. She flew back again 
and got another drop in her beak. Back and forth 
and back and forth she flew.  
 
The other animals watched as Dukdukdiya flew into 
the darkened, smoky sky and called to her, warning 
her of the dangers. The other animals cried that it 
was too hot or too smoky or too dangerous for them 
to do anything, but the little hummingbird kept on. 
She flew to and from, picking up water, bead by 
bead, and dropping it onto the burning forest.  Fi-
nally the big bear said, “Little Dukdukdiya, what are 
you doing?”  Without stopping, the little humming-
bird said, “I am doing what I can.” 
 
At our recent Parent and Neighbour meeting 
(Community Council), we read this story and then 
talked about the gifts, be they “big” or “small”, that 
we each can bring to the community. The parents 
and community members there today know that 
solutions to challenges need not be solved by many 
mighty warriors, but are often solved with small, 
thoughtful things by people who care enough to act.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Some gifts were offered at our meeting today.  
The many parents and community members said,  
 
“I can… 
 

Make friends, 
Say hello, 
Be warm and welcoming, 
Learn EVERYTHING, 
Keep the big picture in mind, 
Stay out of trouble! 
Be curious and open, 
Share information, 
Make baklava,                                  
Volunteer, 
Water the garden, 
Offer leadership, 
Make bannock, 
Remind others of our his-
tory, 
Plant vegetables, 
Take care of ALL kids, 
Be willing to help, 
Promote programs, 
Involve other parents, 
Taste food, 
Listen well, 
Take care of elders 
Smile!” 
 

A big thank you to all the volunteers who 

helped make the annual Seniors Friendship 

Tea a memorable event!!   Thank you to  

everybody who cooked, prepared food, help 

set up/clean up as well as the students & 

teachers who made crafts and performed for 

our seniors.   

It was a fun, well attended event!  
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Tooth Trolley Project—Free of charge for preven-

tive dental clinic to low income  

families providing teeth cleaning and  

fissure sealants to children.  

Bus available from Maywood to Vancouver Commu-

nity College Dental Clinic on:   

Thurs. May 26, 2016 Time: 12:45—4:00 pm  

Register early!!! 

Priority given to new patients /first-timers  

Registration starts March 7th in room 105 

 



The Burnaby School District invites applications for 
the following casual, on-call positions: 
 
STUDENT SUPERVISORS &/OR CROSSING GUARDS 
Student Supervisors provide support for students 
during the lunch break, ensuring student safety in and 
around our schools and work during the school lunch 
break period for 70 minutes. 
Crossing Guards provide support for students arriv-
ing/departing from school, and work one hour before 
school, and one hour after school. 
 
Applicants for these positions will have a Grade 12 
education, and demonstrated ability and experience 
in working with children.  Applicants must be available 
to work throughout the District when school is in ses-
sion.  Applications can be submitted to: 
Human Resources Department 
Burnaby School District   
5325 Kincaid Street               
Burnaby BC  V5G 1W5                          
applications@sd41.bc.ca 





Staff Appreciation Luncheon 

Friday March 11, 2016 

If you would like to prepare a dish or bring a treat  

to show your appreciation for Maywood staff,  

please drop it off before 11 am in room 105.   

Thank you,   Maywood Community CouncilPAC 

 

 

                         

Universities and Colleges are expensive. 

Do you have a plan to protect your child from 

student loans?   

Disability is expensive. 

Are you saving to support your disabled child? 

Join us to hear about RESPs & RDSPs  

Date:  Wednesday March 2, 2016 

Time:  1:15—2:00 pm 

Where:     Room 105, Community room,  

  Maywood School  

Update on our 4th Parent Information Evening 
(P.I.E.) Session  

“Healthy Habits, Healthy Kids” 

We had a wonderful and informative evening  
session with parents recently. Our guest presenters 
were Louise Rusch (Parks, Recreation and Cultural 
Program Coordinator) and Jacqueline Black (Fraser 
Health Nurse).  
 

Some of the highlights were: 

 Physical Literacy is important because kids: 
concentrate better, do better in school, develop 
good posture, stronger bones, hand-eye coordi-
nation, sleep better, have less anxiety, and 
have chances to get better at social and lead-
ership skills 

 Parents’ responsibilities include: choosing 
healthy foods for their kids, keeping mealtimes 
calm and happy, trying to include the kids in 
shopping, cooking and eating altogether as a 
family 

 Tips for good sleep habits: have a bedtime 
routine, go to bed at the same time each night, 
try to keep bedroom quiet, dimly lit and cool, 
limit stimulating activities before bed and have 
no screen time before bed 

The next P.I.E. session is Tuesday, May 17th:  

“The New BC Curriculum”  Register in Room 105 
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